Transit Proposal
Many ideas have been studied since the city took on the task of revisiting Rochester’s transportation plan. Initially,
options included light-rail, an elevated system, and autonomous vehicles. So far, there has been good progress made by
improving our current bus system through extending hours and working to create more direct routes. The overwhelming
feeling I get from voters, though, is that more needs to be done. This idea is being put forth to answer a question that has
come up at every forum and debate: How can we address the transportation issue?
The new city comprehensive plan, the complete streets plan, and the energy action plan also recognize and point to a
serious need for an improved transit system. There are goals and strategies identified, like reducing vehicle-miles
travelled, increasing catchment of commuter traffic, and coordinating routes in conjunction with the shopping, schools, and
facilities people already travel to. Ultimately, though, the final decisions on how to implement this massive plan are being
put on the plates of very busy city council members who rely on recommendations from an already heavily-burdened city
staff. So I want to make it clear how much I value the countless hours of dedication that are going on every day towards
these goals. My offering of ideas is not meant to be counter-productive. I am simply offering another perspective in
hopes of starting dialogue and addressing an issue before it becomes a crisis. I want us to have a system that is effective
enough to improve people’s quality-of-life, move us closer to our renewable energy goals, and creatively utilize city assets
and our unique layout.
The following routes would utilize streetcars. Streetcars are electric light-rail cars that travel on a track embedded in the
road, meaning cars, buses, and streetcars can use the same roads. I lived in a city with streetcars for six years. By
having an electric system in these critical areas, we can have a big impact towards reducing emissions and achieving
renewable energy goals. The placement of the stations will offer a way to catch more commuters coming from all
directions right at the highways. Also, these particular routes, I believe, will take more people where they are already
going (Downtown, RCTC, Soldiers Field, shopping), reduce traffic in some major corridors (Civic Center Drive, 12th St),
could reduce reliance on Broadway, and will be faster than a bus-only system that has no dedicated lanes.
The following map highlights a possible approach that takes advantage of frontage roads, municipal property, and can be
implemented in phases with an overall minimal impact on current traffic patterns. The caveat is that it also relies on a
number of public/private partnerships that, to my knowledge, have not been discussed.
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